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THE NEED of a THOUROUGH FREPARATION for OUR CONFESSIONALS

Next to Luther's well-known statement:
"There is no easier way to earn hell than
through your children; pareunts can do no
more harmful work than to neglect their
children," X, 6L3, I would make this ad-
dendum: "The next best way to accomplish
it is 4o make our confessional a mere
matter of form." And when I speak of the
confessional, I am referring to the serv-
ice of Confession and Absolution, whieh,
with us, is the service immediately pre-
ceding the celebration of the Lord's Sup=
per. Our resson for holding this service
in connection with the lord's Supper has
been taught us in our Explanation: Q.315:
"hy has the Church connected Confession
with the Lord's Supper?? Answer: "The
Church has comnected Confession with the
Iord's Supper, that we then especially
should remember our sins, aznd bhe assured
of their forgiveness, so that we may come
with true confidence as guests to the
Lord's Table.M

Tt must not be a mere matfer of lip
service we render to our God when we
sing, as we rightly sing with Frank in
his inimitable Communion hymn:

"Deek thyself, my soul, with gladness,
Ieave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight's splendor,
There with joy thy praises render
Unte Him whose grace unbounded,

Hath this wondrous banquet founded,
High o'er all the heavens He reigneth,
Yet to dwell with thee He deigneth.

No, it must be with grateful conviction
in our heart that we are now to enjoy the
fulfillment of the blessed assurance that
in the reception of the broken body and
shed blocd of our blessed Redeemer we are
actually getting the forgiveness of all
cur sins.

The following is said by way of my
personal confession: "There was nothing
in my public ministry which troubled - me
quite so much as +the proper preparation

for the Confessional, no message I felt
less asble to give than a right confes-
sional address." Yes, I sought help, to
be sure. And there was no book that
proved more helpful to me in this respect
than Walther's PREDIGT ENTWURFE, Sermon
Qutlines. There are no less than 79
BEICETREDEN in this volume. And for
these of you who may be unfamiliar with
this collection of Walther's sermons,
though! they long since are out of print,
I would advise you to secure a copy from
some second-hand book store.

When good old Chrysostom puts the
question: "Can a pastor be saved? it was
not to dissuade anyone from entering the
ministry. It is merely to emphasize the
tremendous responsibility whieh becomes
his in that office. We need to remind
one another agsin and again that "sacer~
dotium non est otium," ™the ministry is
not a snap," %o put it into 20th century
English.

That 3Lth chapter of Ezekiel is as
much in force today as it was on the day
the inspired prophet penned it: *Son of
man, prophesy against the prophets of Is-
rael, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God unte the shepherds;
Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do
feed themselves! should not the shep-
herds feed the flock? Ye eat the fat,
and ye clothe you with wool, ye kill thenm
that are fed: but ye feed not the floek.
The diseased have ye not strengthenad,
neither have ye healed that which was
sick, neither have ye bound up that which
was broken, neither have ye brought again
that which was driven away, neither have
ye sought that which was lost; but with
force and with cruelty have ye ruled them
them. And they were scatted, hecause
there is no shepherd: and they became
meat to all the beasts of the field, when
they were scattered." ZEzek. 3, 2-5.

Peter's words are as much needed today
as they were in apostolic times: "Feed
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U i . i ?;
the flock of Bod Whlch is. among you, bk~
ing ‘the ovérsight thereof, not by con—ii”
straint, but willingly, not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as

belng lords over God's heritsge, But be- -

ing ensamples to. the flock.  And when the

ceive a crown of glﬁry that fadeﬁh not. a-
way * 1 Pet. 5, 2l L

Iéa, would to God that. all of us who‘f;

have the work of Seelsorgers to perform :
could of a -truth be able’ to confess -'as -
did Paul in'hig farewell address on the
seashore at Miletus: '"Wherefore I take
you to'récord this day, that I am pure
from the blood of men. For T have . not -
shurined to declare unto you all the coun=.
sel of God.
yourselves, snd to all the floek, over ..
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God,
which He hath purchased with.His own’
blood." Aéts- 20, 26-28, And that we.
woiild not lose 31ght of ‘what he adds-‘

"For I know*thls y that after my. depars-:-

ing shall ghievous wolves enter in among

you, not sparing the flock:  Also of

your owh selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw many disciples -
after them."

The words of Luther are as germane to-
day. as they were during the trying days
of the Reformation: "Where the mother-
heart, the great love is not present, and
actuates the preacher, there. the little
sheEp w111 be poorly shepherded.“ XIIL,
L83. : .

ggg-téking iﬁ for grantéd attitude

... Mhat has troubled me for years is the

ttaking it for granted .attitude" on the
part of all too meny regarding aitendance
at the Lord's Supper. I am a Christian,
ergo, I will regularly. go to the Lord's

Supper : The eelebration of that servlce
is also . taken Ffor granted. "Tittles or no-
thing may be said regarding the Gommunlon
itself. I have been present for Commun-
ion services where the-sermon preached
was: bevond reproach as a sermon, but .
where it did not point up the signifi-
cance of coming to the Lord's Table.  And
that is not'as it should be. Nor:have I
thought toa hlghly of the all—too—cammon

" comes to the. Lord's Table.

‘Take heed bherefore unte .- ©

practice of simply passing around, g piece
of, paper -on whlch the 1nd1v1dua1 communl-
Qant will 51gn his same as one!who wants

"t partake of “the  $acPameiite.w OFf course, .
- if the pastor has fot himself exercdised

his prerogative of guestlioning the indi-
vidusl communicant as-to-why be wants to

- partake of the: Lord!s: Supper, and as to
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall re-

his still believing what he was taught in’
his catechetical instruction, it may not
cause. too. much offense with the lay per-
son who may be present at. such a Coman-,
ion service. But where real Seelsorge on

this sScore 'hdas been practlced by one's _
pastor, the lay man-or woman may get - the -
impression ‘that the pastor is sort of a

specially privileged character; who needr;
not .observe the due Beichte before he . ..
_ And that we.

can'y ‘afford. ' For: the -pastor is nothing
more than another repentant 51nner. :

The hlgh prlest i the Old Testament
days had to meke his position-of utter .-
dépendence on-the grace of.God clear by -

" what was expectéd of him before he could

function gemeinschaftswegen. That is why
we ‘have this'recorded for our insitruction
in the 5th chapter of Hebrews: "For every
high priest taken from among men is or-.
dained for men in things. pertaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins: Who can have. com~. . .
passion on the ignorant, and on them that
are out of the way; for that he himself
is compassed with infirmity. 4nd by rea-
son hereof he ought, as for the. people,
5o also for himself, to offer for sins.V-
VV.. 17}3.

Now I know that it 13 not an pasy mat-
ter to serve as &, BETCHI'VATER for those
who are more, or less strangers to us. Bub--
the questlons as to why we come to the -

Tord's Supper, -and on What we gégg our
hope ; that our sins have begen atonsd for
should most certainly be asked of every
cqmmunlcant. '

There are certain things we learn
thrcugh experience. I was brought up in’
a congregatlon where the pastor had fal-
len into the careless habit of lettlng :
father announce for the whele family,
simply announcing their names. When I
then came to college, and was told that
our college pastor wanted us to announce
ourselves individually oen ‘certain days of
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the week. T was rather embartassed when
the Beichivater began asking me ques—
tions. Why was I coming to Communion?
Did I really repent of my sins? Did I
still believe what I had been taught in
Iuther's Small Catechism as to what I re-
ceived and what aleone would make me eat
and drink worthily? Now I am not confes-
sing this because I want unduly to find
fault with our home pastor. He had very
likely drifted into that "taking it for
granted attitude" without seriously con-
sidering his full responsibility ss my
Beichivater. He was faithful in his cat-
echetical instruction, wes a itrue Gospel
preacher, was kind and considerate in his
attitude to us as youths. Yes, he might
hzve sinned by silence at times when he
should have spoken a word of reproof.
But, in gensral, he was beloved for his
mild-mannered way of dealing with old as
well as young.

When our college pastor asked that we
come individuelly, that was, of course,
due to the fact that our parents were not
there with us, or perhaps any of the fam-
ily beside. He did permit, I know, the
whole family to come as a uwnit. 2And that
is most certainly permissible, since ”
father and mother with their children
form the closest group to be found in hu-
man society.

Iuther on die Beichte

We have dwelt upon why it is that we
have the service of Confession immediate-
ly preceding the celebration of the
Tord's Supper. In fact, ILuther is not a-
verse to speaking of Confession and Abso-
lution as a sacrament. But when Luther
speaks of die Beichte, he means, of
course, private confession. While we
have virtually¥*all which is to be found
under that rubric in our Luther's Saemmt-
liche Schriften, we shall make use only
of such statements as we consider germane
to the tople assigned us. Here are sone
of Luther's most definite and instructive
statements:

1. "The secret confessional I would
not let any man take from me, and would
not surrender it for all the world's
treassure, for I know what strength and

(# insert: gone over.)

comfort it gives me." XX, L8.

2. "I would long a2go have been over-
powered and kllled by the devil if I had
not been upheld by the secret confession~
al." XX,L8.

3. "In the secret confession it is
done in an excellent brotherly way: one
lays bare his sickness, so the other can
heal his wounds; for all the world I
would not do without it." XI, 588.

L. "If thousands and still more thous-
ands of worlds were mine I would rather
lose them all than surrender the least
bit of it (i.e., secret confession) from
the Church." XVIT, 2021.

5. "In the secret confession a heart
which feels its sins and longs for for-
giveness has & fixed refuge, whan it
finds God's word, and hears that God
through a human being has loosed him from
his sins." X, 215L.

6. "It would be just too bad for us
Christians if there were no secret con-
fession; and we ought to thank God from
our hearts that He has permitted and giv-
en it." XIX, 847.

7. "e must have much absolution in
order to strengthen and comfort our de-
spalring heart, therefore we must not
forbld the sscret confession, or hold
anyone away from it." XX, L8.

And then Luther adds a few remarks re-
garding the auricular confession command-
ed by the Pope:

8. "The confession which the Pope has
commanded, and which is whispered into
the ear of the priest, is not commanded
of God, but the Pope has forced the peo-
ple to it." XI, 585.

¢. "If the pries® had to pay so much
for the confession as they get for it,
they would leave you unmolested, yea,
would do their utmost to do away with
it." XIX, 8L5.

10. "T{ is much more importent that
Christ through faith comes into the
heart than that He should be in the
bread, yea, He uses the bread in the sac-
rament for the sake of faith." XX, TLhL.

11. Even though through preaching that
is there which is in the sacrament, there
is this advantage {in the sacrament) that
i; is applied to a definite person." XX,
750,

12, "No one should be admitted to par-
take of the most worthy sacrament, unless
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he first of all has been examined and -
asked." X, "1676.

13. "From henceforth 1t must be thus,:?
that nd 'one be given the sacrament, tn--

less  (the Beichtvater, of course) knows . .

- what the person believes, and that he is,
zueh a vessel that he can hold At XTI,
12. K
14, #7f T knowmngly permit. you to go
to0 the sacrament with . unrepented sins,
then T take your sins upon myseif, and
make myself a partaker of them.“ XXII,

&1L, .
15. Aind here is somethlng Wthh some
might profit by taking to hears:

"The outward adoration of the- saéran

ment and the bending of- the knee  IST
NICHTS; faith that it is the very body -

right adoration.”  XIX, 1339.
16, ILuther had learned to understand

the reason why many: did not come to the .

sacrament when he says: "Oub of a misun~
derstanding of the words ‘whososver eab-
eth and drinketh unworthily! it has fol-
lowed that people have feared the sacra-.
ment a8 poison.® XIII, 2199. .
17. That it should not be a matter to

be decided by your feelings, he speaks of

in these words: "When you find yourself
cold and disinclined to the sderament, it
-ought to be reasen and necessity enough
to drive you to the sacrament.® X, 2199.

'18. "The sacrament is not a sign of
God¥s wrath,; but a sign of His: greatest
love and mercy.! X, .2203,.

19, "You have two good reasonsufor;go-
ing to the sacrameni: firsit, because you
thus thank and praise Christ; . secondly,
because you. there get grace and.comfort.”

X, 2204. .
: 20. "Although you fael weak in falth,
you shall not for that reason: stay away .
from the saecrament, for it is for that
reason that Christ is- there that He, may
strengthen the weak and comfort those who.
are alarmed." XI, 659. :

21. "If you were not to receive “the
sacrament until you were entirely free
from sin, it would of necessity have to
follow, that you never come to the ‘sacra-
mend, "

22, "If you find yourself hardened,Jsu
that you do net want to leave &ff sinning,
and these sing do not trouble you, then
you ‘have reason for not coming to the
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- looked upon as a sine qua non.

.. never a stickler for forms merely as
and blood which was given for me is the . .

sacrament, for then you are unworthy "

 XITI, 1935,

Now We could go on at much greater '
length quotlng our beloved Luther, all
of his ceunsel being very much worth- -
while. But it is not, so much this coun~

. sel whlch will rectlfy what I feel is a-
miss.

And I. would not be fair if I were
to leave. out that. one. statement from Lu~
ther which says, that while he as a ruls

.- wanhed to have a BeichtVater, to whom he

could speak of his sins, there were times.

- when he would go to the Lord's Supper
- without any confession. .

Why? He felt
that. this belonged to him as a free child
of God. This shows the Reformer's.atti- .
tude toward. that whlch by many would be
He was_‘j

forms, though he realized how important
it might be to get order into what had '
been quite disorderly. o

When his trusted Bugenhagen was re-
quested to come to Denmark, to get an or-
der of service established in the north-
ern.. counyyy, Luther realized that the
Nordics, “as we . are wonb to call them, =
were mot sb bound to the papal order of |
things -ecclesiasticaly and so in. helplngfj
Bugenhagen to formulate the order of
gervice for Denmark, he did: not have to

. take into consideration what many of the,f

south Germans, especially the Bavarians,
{so close to the ecclesia in Rome) were
5till touchy about, 1In fact, what was
adopted by the Danish church, and which
in large measure was preserved in the
Danish.erder of service which.was_carried
over. into.our order of service, was ap- -
proved by luther about nine years

before his Deutsche Messe was, formulated.

for his German people. The Pa531on Stary,
as we have it teday, was worked out by
the faithful. Bugenhagen.- :

But since the topic as51gned e was
the Preparatlon for the Conféessional, I -
hHad better give at least a sample of what
I belleve a Beichtpredigt should be. ~TIn-
some of his confeSS1onals, Walther is
wont t0 make use of the Gospel or Epistle
for the day. And if that gives you an
opportunity to dwell upon a certain point
which you are convinced ought to be * &
stressed, by all means make use of such a
text. " The text we shall meke use of for
our present confe531ona1 will be Pgeverbs
2 l3u :
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Prayer before Confessiconal

God of all grace, Thou hast taught us
what sin is and what it will do to each
and every one of us unless it be removed,
but who hast taught us also that in the
perfect life, suffering and deazth of Thy
Son, our sins have been atoned for, teach
us by Thy Holy Spirit to understand that
the hiding of our sins will only increase
our condemnation, while confessing them
and believing Thy word of pardoning grace
will save. To that end bless the message
of Thy word upon our hearts also at this
Communion table. We ask it in His name
who hath instituted the blessed satrament
of forgiveness, Christ Jesus, our Substi-~
tue. Amen.

Text: Proverbs 28, 13:
"He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whose confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”

My dear communicents,. fellow redeemed:

When our blessed Savior instituted the
Lord's Supper, He not only informed His
diseiples what they were receiving on
that occasion, but He 2lso instructed
them in the matier of contimuing the use
of this sacrament in time to come. TFor
He not only said of the bread, "This is
my body," and of the wine, "This cup is
the new testament in my blood, which is
shed for you for the remission of sin,"
but He added: "This do ye 25 oft as ye
drink it ig‘remembrance of me." And why
are we constantly in need of remembering
our crucified Savior? Because we are,
and continue to be, puor sinnsrs.!

The one thing which touches 2ll is the
horrid leprosy of sin. Now whether or no
you have gotien to see the awfulness of
sin - the thing which separates you from
the holy God - the fact remeins that you
are not fit to stand in His presence. If
you presume to come before God today with
anything else than your sin, you are ab-
solutely unfit to partake of the lord's
Supper. Had there been no Mediator be-
tween God and men, you would forever have
been barred from appearing before God,
the God concerning whom we sing in one of

our treasured hymns: : '

n..‘ ' ' .“'.?

"0 Thou before whose presence
Naught evil can come in."

But there is, thank God, a Mediator, a
Substitute, who is come teo take your
place, ore who has reconciled you to God.
It is none other than this Mediator who
bids you to partake of His boedy and blood
which was broken and shed for you, and
that you are to do this in remembrance of
Him. Remewber Him, why? Because He has
made full satisfaction for all your sins
through His suffering and death. When
you now, after His sacrifice on the
cross, seek to cover up your sins, you
are not only dishonest with yourself snd
your fellowmen, but whait is infinitely
worse, you are despising the only means
by which you can be truly sanctified:
"The offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all." Heb. 10,10,

"This do in remembrance of me." Ask
yourself: Was Christ one who was desir-
pus of vain honors? Had He been He would
never have come to earth. No, Secripture
testifies of Him that "Being in the form
of God, he thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: but made himself of no
reputation, and took upon kim the form of
a servant, and was found in the likeness
of men: and being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obed-
ient unto death, even the death of the
cross." Phil. 2, 6-8.

When He wants to be remembered, how is
it that He wants that remembrance to be?
As the friend of poor sinners. Peter
should know that his base denial has been
forgotten; James and John should know
that their vain thoughts of being first
in His kingdom would not be held agesinst
them; Paul should know that even he, who
had persecuted the Church of Ged, has ob-
tained mercy.

The covering up of your sin simply can
not prosper. You may for a time hide it
from the eyes of your fellowmen, but your
conscience will feel the progress of the
dread cancer, just as certainly as you
have z spark of conscience left in you.
And what will it avail you that you are
respected by your fellowmen for a whole-
someness which is not yours, when you
ktiow within yourself thet it is only be-
cause you have covered up the festering

“wound?. Every mouth must be stopped, and

)
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all the world become guilty before God.

Rom. -3, 19. . And a5 for God = before Him .

you stand naked. Seripture does |,
speak oft a so-called “prUSperlty of the
wicked" in the 37th Psalm. .

into the sanctuary of God (namely God's,

Word), and beheld their end. It is the
end of the road you msth ever have before
'_?011. : . . . .

“Thls do in remembrance of me."
mewber- me -as the Savior of sznners.
member me in my shameful death on the

you, that you mlght be made the right~.
eousness of God. 2 Cor. 5, 21,  And. thus
remembering Him, you will be given cour-?~
age to confess your, &ins. -

2. And that brings.us to the second
statement of our text: "But whoso confes-
seth.” You will note that He does not

say: "but whoso confesseth will have mer—”

cy." There are wicked men who confess.
their sins, bubt why? They boast of their
erimes. They want people to stand in
dread. awe of them. Had that been the
confession to which the 1n5p1red wrlter
refers, he would. not have added as he
does: “And forsaketh them." It is not .
because you want o contlnue in sin, not

And Asaph was.
tempted to envy the. wicked, until he went

. mercy would have been called for.

Re-

Re-
.., save you from the condemnatlon of ‘the law

cross, for .there T was made to.be sin for

‘Prof. N. A. Madson, D.D., dean of the
theological séminary of Bethany Luth-
“eran College, Mankato, Minn. is the:
author of this article on “..... Pre-
Daratlon for Our Conf9551ons.“ K

D S Y A e R 4+ 4

T H'E LfO R D "3

because you would boast of them, but be-
cause you are truly grleved by them and:
are desiring to get away from them that
you confess.

He whe dees that shall have that which
he must. have 1f he is o be’ forglven -
God! S. nercy.. Mércy! There's the word.

 Yes we are assured that God will have
. mercy, and ‘abundantly pardon.

"Isa. 55 T
If you had esrned forgiveness, then no"
You -
could then have demanded a rlghteous o
judgment ‘on the basis of your thoughts,
words, and deeds. But you have already -
pleaded guilty. ' The only 'tHing which can’

is the mercy of the court. And that has -
been assuréd you on the basis of what =~
your Savior has done for you as your Sub-
stitute. "For {od was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto himself, not imput-
ing thelr trespasses unto them, and hath
committed unto us the word 0f‘raconczlia-
tion." 2 Cor. 5, 19 ‘

To thos who thus repenﬁ of their sins
and seek pardon, God not only says that
they will be forgi¥en, but that they have
been forgiven for Christ's sake, May =Ty
therefore be with a grateful heart that
you now 51ng as you come %o thls blessed_
banquet:

"Jesus, Bread of llfe, I pray Thee,
Let me gladly here obey Thee,
Never to my hurt 1nv1ted,
Be Thy love with love requited; &
From this banquet let me measure,
Lord, how vasi zand deep. its treasure,
Through the glfts Thou here dost give me
As Thy. guest in heaven recelve me,
' Amen,

+ 0+ o+ o+ + + + o+ F o+ o+ o+ *

PRAYER

It is a Ghristlan pr1v11ege to be able to speak with God and worship Hlm

in our prayers.

t . The Christian prays because prayer is, 1ndeed, commanded by God.

Prayer is an act of WOTSth and a confe351on of faith. -«

The

- second Commandment recommends that the Christian use the name of God thus?
#eall upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks."

The Chrlstlan prays because, to the command, (tod - has added the promise

that He will hear and answer. |
liver .thee, and theu shalt glorify me."

""Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will de-

Psalm.SO, 15. ®Ask, and i% shall be

- given: you; seek, and ye shall:find; knock, and 1t shall be opened unto you: for
every one that asketh recelveth, and he that seeketh flndeth° and o hlm that

knocketh it shall be opened."

Matthew 17, ?-8.

"If ye abide in me, and my words

abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and i1t shall be done .unto. you." John

15,7.
pleasure and delight.

These promises surely ought to encourage the Christian to pray with much
- 75 .-
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with his Father in heaven.
which he should give thanks.

confess before God and for which he must seek forgiveness.
lems which he wants to discuss with his heavenly Father.

The Christian needs Lo pray: he needs that personal contact
He has many blessings (spiritual and physical) for
He has many sins and shortcomings which he must

He has many prob-
James Montgomery

showed well how the Christian should feel about prayer when he described pray-

er thus:

"Prayer is the soul's sincere desire."

"Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice returning from his ways.
WPrayer is the Christisn's vital breath, the Christian's native air."

e certainly want to be able to go to God and spezk to Him about our

own problems in our own words.

which our Lord Himself has given us, of which Luther said:

But we also can and we should use that prayer

"Hence there is no

nobler prayer to be found upon earth than the Lord's Prayer which we daily
pray, because it has this excellent testimerny, that God loves to hear it, which
we ought not to surrender for all the riches of the world." (Triglotta p. 703.)

With these introductory remarks we present to the readers of the

Clergy Bulletin, a series of articles on THE LORD'S5 PRAYER.

THY KINGDOM COME

Included din the Second Petition is a
desire foF Uudgment-Day. When the editor.
of the Clergy Bulletin asked me to write
a short article on "Thy Kingdom Come,!" I
think he had in mind that I lay particu-
lar emphasis on a pastor's desire for
Judgment Day.

When St. Paul declares, "I have a de-
sire to depart, and to be with Christ;
which is far better" Phil. 1:23, he is
gimply describing the innermost feelings
of every true child of God, ineluding, of
course, pastors who are actively engaged
in the work of God's Kingdom here on
earth. Vhile the work of the ministry is
the most noble of all callings on earth,
and & most blessed privilege, yet the
thoughts of a conscientious pastor are
these of St. Paul: "I have & desire to
depart, and to be with Christ; which is
far better." I% would indeed be terrible
if we didn't have that desire; that would
be a sign that we are too much attached
to this world.

1. The World

One thing which makes us long and pray
for Judgment Day is the fierce opposition
of +the world +o thé true Gospel. -The
longer one lives in this world, the more
he realizes the truth of Paul's words:
"But +the natural man recelveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither c¢an he

(Editor)

know them, becsuse they are spiritually
discerned" 1 Cor, 2:1k, and also that
the Gospel is a "stumblingblock" and
"foolishness™ to the unconverted, 1 Cor.
1:23.

And our Sgvior has tcld us that the
hatred and opposition to the truth will
remain unto the end. "If the world hate
you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you" John 15:18.  "These things
have 1 spoken unto you, that ye should
not be offended. They shall put you out
of the synagogs: yea, the +time cometh,
that whosever killeth you will think
that he doeth God service. And these
things they will do unto you, because
they have not known the Father, nor me,"
John 15:1-3. "In the world ye shall
have tribulation,” John 16:33. - A gos-
pel that does not stir up opposition
from the world is not the true Gospel.

2. Popular Religion

The positicn we pastors must take a-
gainst popular things and the "social
gospel" gets us inte trouble, such as the
Boy Scouts, military chaplaincies, union
services, and other kinds of unienism.
Many other church people completely mis-
understand our position; they even consi-
der us un-Christian in our stand.

A lay persen of ancther Lutheran synod
called this writer 'a man without a con-
science" because he spoke oub against
‘mergers that are not hased on docvrinal
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agreement. He actually thought I was a
false . prophet working against true Chris-
tianity. He turned a deaf ear to the ev-
idence presented from Scrlpture. - This
is similar t0 the experience of many of
our pastors in contending for the truth.
"And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be’
offended in me," Matt 11:16. -

The prophets of old experlenced oppo-
sition; Jesus was branded as having a
devil by the rellgious duthorities of His.

day on earth; and against Paul, after he.
had- presented bis testimony, it was:saids -

"Away with such a fellow from the earth:
for i% is not fit  ‘that he should live,"
Acts 22:22. '

- Ve, then, who sense and. experience,
similar opposition from the world and ev-
en from many who are -church people - we.
are often filled with the"desire to de-
part, and to be with Christ.® n

3 Lack of frult 1n -our, own circles.

Another reason for praylng, mThy Klng-
dom’ Come," is the lack of visible fruit
in our own cohgregations., We have a mes-
sage which alone ecan bring true peace and
Joy - to a troubled soul, and yet, in our
congregatlons, we see. much indifference
Yoward that Word of Reconciliation. - We
see much worldliness on the part of our
hearers. = At times we :dlmost despair in
our efforts . to get people .to set thelr
affections on things above, not on the
‘thlngs of the earth L -

‘ WE often-have'.the-experiance qof .our
Savior Who, on the very day of His ascen-
sion, was asked by the disciples who cer-
tainly should have khowr better: "Iord,
wilt Thou at this time restore again the
kingdom of Israel?" Aects.1:6, - They
¢ould not shake +that: ingralned idea . and
~ desire ‘for an outwardly glorious kingdom
on earth. - And the most difficult. thing
in our ministry today, too,: is.to direct
and keep the hearts and mlnds - of our
hearers ' heavenward. .

And surely we as pastors are often
- tempted to take an easy way oub in order
%o have more of this world's geeds,. temp-
- ted even o consider-other empioyment on
earth.

aConference.

A further reasén for .. praying; "Thy

‘Kingdom Come, " is the interndtional situ-

. ation. The struggle fér world domination
by hostile powers is becoming more aciite
"every day. ' Comminist masters are deter-

mined to rule this world. The year 1973
has’ been Placed on the Comimunist time-
table as their date for worid domination.

‘Poday godless Communism .controls 60% of
"the world's population.

The Communist
Party was organized in: 1907 with only a
handful of members... Their growth has
been phenominal - The 1nroads which Com~
munism is- maklng 1n Qur country is start-

11ng. o

Read MServants of Apostasy" by Carl

" MéInbire and "Colleetivism in the Church-

es" by Edgar Bundy, and you will see some
facts thet will make youw Shudder.  .Boith
of these books show how the Communisis
are using- organlzatlens such as the WCC
and' also, many .of our unions in order to
advance their. 1declog1es. Hany of " the
leaders, _con301ously _pr unconsciously,
are working hand in glove with the Krefi~
lin, which is bent on destroylng gur way
of 1ife. The thought of being’ subgected
to Communism - certainly ought to bring us
40 . our - knees and -pray,;,"Thy Kingdom
Come . " _ B e

Thén,: too,' there is  the constant
threat of the Roman Catholie Church,
power in the world. We should be’ well

-aware of its deszres and azms.

5. Confusion in the Synodical Gonfefance

Last but not least, the confused situ-
ation-has arisen in our own Synodlcal
Yes;, Judgment. Day will’ solve
a 1ot -of problems. .

‘6. Fervent zaal. %o work.

Now, what has been said should not
give us an inferiority complex. One of

- favorite tricks of, the father of lies is

to drive us into despalr about our work
and cause: us to adopt the attltude of
"What's the -use i S

No, the de51re for Judgment Day should

: alsa i1l us with  more fervent zeal to

work "while it is day: the nlght'cometh,

- 7 7 - :
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when no man can work," John 9:4. With
Paul we should also confess: "I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is +the power of God unto salvation to

every one that believeth," Rom. 1:17.

May we then go forth doing our work
with joy, knowing that the Word we preach
will not return void but will accomplish
whatsoever the Lord pleaseth. Even
the we encounter opposition and visi-
++ 4+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ o+ 4+ o+ 4+ o+ o+ o+t

BOOKS

QOrganized for ACTTION,
by Guido A. Merkens, Concordia, St. Lou~
is3 Copyright 1959; $2.50. Order from
Tutheran Synod Book Co., Mankato, Minn.

The sub-heading on the title page of
this book says: "How to Build a Success-
ful Parish and Its Program.! The book
has viii and 125 6x9 pages. It contains
very many polnts clearly stated. Some
other author might have used double the
manber of pages and said no more or even
less.

The eleven sections of the book treat:
Basic Concepts for the Functional Congre-
gation {Priesthood of All Believers),
Parish Means Towsrd Integration and Edi-
fication,

Congregational Organization (Hole of Of-
fiicers),
Evangelism,
School,

The Night with the Pastor Program,
The Ambassadors' Program,

Records, Keeping the Membership In-
formed, and, Sample letters.

Stewardship, The Sunday

One chapter in the book is on "The Di-
versified Athletic Program." The beook |,
frequently refers to the good business
use of the telephone. Under the subject
of records, it proposes that a church at-
tendance record be kept on the individual
member. The foregoing are mentioned here
to show the extent of the book's con-
tents.

ble fruits may be lacking, yet we know
that through the Word +the Holy Spirit is

creating, mnourishing, and preserving
faith unto eternal 1ife. May -ouw prayey
be:

"Lord Jesus Christ, do not delay,

0 hasten our salvation!
We often tremble on our way,

In fear and tribulation.
Then hear us when we cry to Thee:
Ceme, mighty Judge, come make us free
From eviry evil., Amen."

- W. W. Petersen

+ 0+ o+ 4+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+

For wide-awake churches which are mod-
ern in methods and are active, there may
not be meny new things in the book. But
it is new in our circles to have so many
points brought together and printed in
one book. New it is also to see the co-
ordinstion presented for the complex ac-
tivities of a local church. The Night
with Pastor program is something new,
showing how a minister in a larger church
can maintain the proper personal relation
with the individusl members. (This re-
viewer would say that "larger!" means any
pastorate with over three hundred souls.)
Buy the book and study it!

The program described in this new book
was evolved in Concordia Lutheran Church
of San Antonio, Texas. This church was
organized in 1951 with sixteen members,
and now it numbers fourteen hundred bap-
tized members. It is the youngest chur-
ch  among the eleven congregations af-
filiated with the Lutheran Church-Missou-..
ri Synod in the San Antonio area, a city
of a half million population.

There is no secret about why and where
church members are able and willing +to
serve the Lord as His kings and priestis.
But the matter is often forgotten, or 211
concerned neglect arrangements nseded to
have active members. Therefore we Quote
this from the book:

"Wigorous Bible Class Promotion

#* MIf ye continue in My Word, then
are ye My disciples indeed,' says Je-
sus. Any congregation that wanis to
find its people merbers indeed must
enlist a large portion of them for
regular Bible study. The lay people
will have neither the wisdom nor the
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motivation necessary to carry out the

great work of the church unless they Correctio B...

have learned to drink deeply and reg- The previous issue, No. ?; Of thls
ularly st the font of refreshing wa-  Clergy Bulletin wes by mstake dated
ters to be found in God's Word." - p. "February, 1959."

13, : | The stencillor says he's sorry. Maybe

: . you will cross out "February" on the No.
Throughout the book, Bible class study 7 issue, and write M & r ¢ h above it,
is urged and made highly important, and if you have not already done so0.
this is surely a needed emphasis. Bub
then, in our modern day, we just as sure-
1y need good organization, practical’
guidelines for all the activities of a

logal Christian church. And~ this is the . :
R The CLERGY BULIETIN is published by the

r 1blishi t e B k -
cason for pub L sting h 00%3 'QEEEE : Northern Diatrict Pastoral Conference,

1zed for ACTION.
of the Evangelleal Intheran Synod

The present reviewer heartily recom- Managing Editor: Rev. Alf Merseth, Box!
mends that every church library and every 26l;, Fertile, Minn. Subscripbtion price

pastor!s library have az copy of this new e oo y
book. And thanks to Concéordia Lutheran is $1 50 per'year, paysble in-advance|

Church and Pastor Merkens of San Antonlo ' . THE ‘CLERGY BULLETIN, Box 26h:
for preparlng it. : ‘Fertile, Minnesota . _

George Schwelksrt

.
.
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INTER NOS

It is March 16th today.
weeks, at the Mankato conference.

page i

What is written here;, you'll get in two
The (B staff for various reasons will be

out of commission for CB business for about three weeks after next Sunday.

And 2 new staff will have time to publish the May issue. ;3
Anderson for the Greek lettering in the January issue. :::
sens will be away on a trip after Faster to St. Louis and other peints.
Norman II expects to be busy at home.

nar is going along.

¢ Dr. Robsrt Preus.
St. Louis faculty.
vice from a non-ELS minister.
regard for Drs. Ylvisaker and Madson.

Thank Julian
The QOklee Peter-
Gun-

Ralph Sorenson wrote 2 letter to Dr. Bob about the
Ralph has been reading the Confessional Lutheran - by ad-
The professor promptly replied.
:t: Herman Anderson has now alsc read

He has =z high

the CL. He says: How can anybody expect Missouri to go back to the old stand-

ards and have unity?

i} "Nonprofit Organization" mailing rights.

I have asked JGA to tell us

about such mailing rights at the conference. :::
meeting at Markato to discuss business.
provement of this official organ. :::
some brother essay upcn the subject of punctuation in public print.

The Sentinel staff will be
A1l of us should always work for im-
It would plesse many of us to have

Let him

get a good book on newspaper writing, which has rules for punctuation in it,

some college textbook., 1
son.

) 211 requests

Do you want a free dictaphone?
His man Layton Northrup has a few Ediphones to give away, new machines.

See Paul Ander-

for Christian Day School Subsidy

must be in the hands of the CDS Board by April 21st.
Mr. Carl Annexstad, Sec'y, Rt. 3, St. Peter, Minn. 1:::

Send your request to
If you have not

sent your personal report on the conditions in your parish to Pres. Twelt, why

not?

One corfespondent has encouraged mere
talk about having a single b o ar d of
directors for all EIS busi-

ness.

The idea is to have a 12-man corps of
directors plus the four ex officies. The
four men {president et al.) to have twe-
year terms; the others - one-year terms,
at most two-yesr terms. Re-slect as of-
ten as you please.

This all-purpose bosrd would be the
trustees and regents, and would appoint
editors, minor boards, professors, audi-
tors, ete. ~ Electing so many men at
Synod meeting each year is a tiresome
process. - The board would zlways be
subject to directions by resolution of
the annual synod conventions.

The only thing that makes one hesi-
tate to work | ~ for such & new and
modern set-up is the hard and time-
consuming lzbor it would mean or cost.
It would include new articles of incor-
poration and general synod bylaws,
There would then be no separate consti-
ution. See Minnesot Nonprofit Corpora-

You are required t5 do so by the Norwegian Synod Constitution.

tion Act, 1953 Statutes.
Wisconsin statutes.

Also the new

UNION MATTERS

St. Paul's Spokesman (JGA) says:
"Five Missouri Leaders Attack Pres. Behn-

The attackers are Drs. Marty, Geise-
man, Rickman, and two Xretzmanns. One
cries: "radicalism," another: "inmocent
victims," another: "closed minds," ete.
Dr. Geiseman explained that Missouri is
conducting “doctrinal discussions with
the people in the Wisconsin Syned whe
disegree with us" and "denying the ssme
kind of Christian consideration to other
Tutherans who are eager to talk with us.n

Behnken has been called on also by
NIC men to "interpret and clarify" his
charge that their doctrinal position is
in a "state of flux."

And then rezd the Confessional Luther-
an. And dig out history on the "l.
Cfover)y-




Inter Nos

Dr. Reu prophesied in 19k 1+
“er 51nd gewiss; dass auch die
Méhrhelt in Missouri nich Yereit
ist, ueber die Beschluesse von St.
Louis zurueckzugehen."rAKZ ‘10-h1,
p. 598. L
(Trans.: We are certain, that also the
majority in Missourl is not ready, to
go back over the St. Louis Resolutions )

The Splrlt of the f38 St. Louls Re-~

solutions has grown stronger in 20 yearsi:-

It evolved the "Chicago Statement" of
1945, It forced Fres. Behnken to let the
"hi go free, even though his Committee
of Ten had clipped their wings., (You
see now, how those chickens are cocks-
of-the~wralk. He hatched 'em.) The Spir-

it of 138 produced the Cummon Gonfe551on-

-----------

Theologians by thefgraceigipGod.

Luther said:
"Oratio, ‘meditatio, tentatlon

faciunt theologum."
See St. L. XIV:43Lhff., Index volume of
St. ‘Louis Ed., Pieper Dogmatik (Cerman
or English},
ler, p. 86.

we have plenty of temutatlon now. One
of them is to say nothing and just drift
dowrt stream.

But the rezson for quotlng Luther 's
famous dictum is to suggest that it might
well be used as title or theme for a con-
~ ference paper. C

-------------

In the hallway at Bethany, Prof Hon-
sey asked:
bers for the Clergy Bulletln, must we
write on their level? N Q') Honsey is
one of our.good writers. f ay peOple who
vead the B will be able to understand
what is written for profess10na1 clergy-
men, exeeptlng that foreign WQrds and
- phrases will be Beyond them, c
B youawould follow ALL Merseth around

for a while, you would: ‘be tired out. He.
makes many miles, serving ‘6fie:.church .30 .
miles away, being secretary of the,Trusf
tees of Synod, CB manager, Sentinel con-
tributor -on Catholicism, etc.

History tells us. that times have been
worse than they are new., - GS.

Christian Dogmatics, Muel-

1If Jay pegple are subscri~' 

. bage - ii -

| Inspired Mén or Inspired Words

w€~often‘findfdurselves“referring to

the apostles and prophets as the inspir-
“ed men who-wrotd “the Bible.
' 1908 synedical address-on "Inspiration®
‘nowhere speaks of inspired men.

. Korents

Musller
in his Chr. Dogm. handles the point a-
bout "inspiration of persons.® Pleper
flatly states that Hastings was- wrong
when he says that inspiration applles
“to men, not te written words; and that
' Filey is right when he says that in-
spiration did not have the men a5 its
objects: but the. holy. books themselves.
Christl. Bogm.,lf?E?f.
Tweit . is sure rlght when he says

'fhat the Explanation definition is a
. good one.

It is similar to what the Mo.
and Wis. synods have in their catechlsms.

Back in 19&2 Réu wrote to Schwelkert
on the matter of inspiration. He wrote:
"You, are - altogsther right. What you
find inthe pamphlet (In the Interest

of Lutheran Unlty) about the human

factor in ‘the origin of the. Scrlptures

is an exposition of that which is sta-

ted in the "Deéclaratiom" Heenecké's

explanation culminates in a mechanical
~dictation theory which I (with Luther)

reject." .

You see here.how Reu calls Hoenecke's

teaching of verbal inspiration a o
mechanlcal dlctatlon theory.

A Wisconsin :ynod pastor recently
asked Schweikert to eXpress an opinion
about the present complexlon of the EIS
in union matters. It might be ‘possible
to give answer after the post-Easter-
conférence, Some seem to believe that
you can tell abopt any pastor or group
of pastors whether ‘or’ ‘pot’ he or they are
orthodox bywhat he or they 'say
about Missouri. Whoever says Missouri -
is orthodox is heterodox, ete.

The chief ﬁroﬁlem for each of us
is %o be and rémain calmly objective,
even’ though we may be sp601f1c and em-*
phatic, Ard to be subjective is not for-
bidden when direct evidence 1s used.,
(Just had a léetter from Paul ¥, saying
that I heve the right of free speech, ev-
én as others, and. lay men and women, ‘ete.
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INTRODUCTION
TO THE BOOK OF

HOSEA

The Book of Hosea heads the list of
the Minor Prophets, all written by inw
apiration of God, in the Holy Scriptures.
The Minor Prophets add to the message of
the Major Prophets just as the minor
chords add to and determine the mood and
background of the mejor chords in s musi--
cal composition.
Introduction to Twelve Minor Prophets.
"fhen taken, therefore, in connection
with the writings of the gremster pro-
phets, they comprehend all the essentisls
of that prophetie word, through which the
Lord equipped His people for the coming
timos of conflict with the natioms of the
world, endowing them thus with the light
and the power of His Holy Spirit, end
causing His servants to foretell, as a
warning to the ungodly, the dostruction
of the two sinful kingdoms, and the dis-
persion of the rebsllious people among
‘the heathen, and, as a consolation o the
belisvers, the - dellverancs and preserva-
tion of a holy sesd, and the eventusl '
trlumph of His kingdom over every hostile
power,"”

By G. Guldberg

From the earlisst time these twelve
books were gathered into a collection of
one boolkt; and in the Canon they have been
regarded and enumerated as one book.
Jerome believes that this collection was
made by a person who collected the second
volume of the Canon, the "Prophets" of
the Hebrew Bible, whom he takes to have
been Nehemish. ..

The Miner Pfﬁﬁhets srranged according

Thus Keil writes in his +

- followss
.; chronology has been placed on the bottom

" of page 89 -- Ed.)

v

June, 19559

L] . - - - L L] » & - a2

to the Masoretic and the Alexendrian
copies are as follows:

According to Hebrew According to

(Mesorstic) Septuagint
SO (Alexandrian)
I. Hoses %l) L. Hosea " EI)
Il. Joel L) 2. Amos IIY)
III. Amos (2) 3. Misah  {VI)
IV. Obadiah (5) L. Josl (11)
V. Jonah  (6) 5. Obadiah EIV)
Vi. Micah {3) 6. Jonah (V)
Vil. Nghun 7« Kahum '
VIII. Habakkuk 8. Habakkulk
IX. Zephaniah 9. Zdphanish
X. Haggal 10. Heggsi
XT. Zechariash 11l. Zecharieh
XII. Malaechi 12. Mzlachi
The chronologlcal order would be as

(for easier insertion, this

Th /ggsition which Hosea ocoupies in
the -Hebrew and Septuagint orders is no
doubt due in part to the size of his manu-
seript, but also to the fact that he was
s4ill in the middle of his ministry while
several had already finished thelr act1V1«
ties.

What was the condition of the times
when Hosea taught? He lLived during very
mournful times. If he did not live to see
the destruction -of Israsl, he beheld it in
prophetic vision. Just as Jesus approach-
ed Jerusalém for the last time, as we are
told by Luke, 19, L1-42, "And when he was
some near, he behseld the city, and wept
over it, saying, if thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things
which belong unto thy peacel but now are
they hid from.thine eyes,” and then went

=88
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on to desoribe the destruetion of Jerusa-
lem, so Hosea also foretold of the coming
overthrow and capture of the Northern
kingdem and Judah in his day. '

-Under Jeroboam II Isresl had been very
prosperous and successful as she had
during the reigh of David and Sglomon.
The territory lost had sgain bsen re=-
stored. But the curse of idolatry still
rema;ned, and this accompanisd by other
sins which they suffered when they turne
ed from the Lord brought other evils in
its wake. Impiety, luxury, loose mordls
averywhere prevailed. Then when Jeroboam
died, the strong check on the psople
which prevented opsn lawlessness was re=-
moved and confusion broke over the gove
srnment and pecple.

. In Chapter L, 2. "By swearing and
lying, and killing, and stealing, and
committing adultery, they break out, and
blood toucheth blood.™ The history of
Israel is explained. Jeroboam's son
Zechariah reigned six months and was
assassinated by Shallum. He in turn
ruled one month and was murdered by one
of his generals, Menahem. Ho occupied
the throne for ten years as a cruel ty-
rant., During his reign the Assyriang
invaded the holy land. In ordsr
cape attack by these stern invaders he
was foreed to pay a thousand talents of
gilwver.
Pekahiah, who after a troubled reign of
two yesrs was murdered by one of his of=-
floers named Pekal..,
. ‘strengthen his p051t1on ‘formed a close
altiance with King Rezin of Demsscus.
These two turmed their strength sgainst

to Ea-;if
Menahem was followed by his son,;

This man in order %o.

Judah in the hope of overthrcw1ng the
dynasty of David. Jothem, king of Judsh,
called upon the Assyrians to help him.
The Assyriasns devastated the territéry of

"‘Damascusg, btook Samaria, put Pekah to

" death, and appointed Hosea (hot the proph-

. the true Gecd.

et) king in his plage. But again because
of a failure to pay tribute, the Assyrians
entered and carried Hosea into captivity.
Semaria fell into the hands of Sargon who
ceased the crown of Assyria at the death
of Shalmaneser in 722 B.C. The people
were deported into forsign countries, the
land given over to heathen settlers. This
ended the kingdom of Israel becasuse the
poople and leadsrs had departed fiom the
worship of the #true God.

The moral condltlon of the people, as
Hosea indicates, was excesdlngly corrup.
Judah was considered bad, but her northern
sister, the ten tribes, was still WOTse.
The priests, inastead of 1nq¢ruct1ng the
people in the duties of pure religion,
4aught the very opposite, which led to
sins in gross excess. Soon the paople
sonfused the worship of Baalim with fthat
of Jehovah. The .rituals used in worship=-

"ing %he god of Baal, called "the ealf of

Sameria," were employed in the worship of
This formal Jshovah-Baal

worship led to distrust of God and reli=~
ance upon foreign aid for strength. In-

.. stead of calling upon God for help in the
- 6ime of trouble, Hoses complains that they
Vhired lovers among the nations.”
Phe ‘success snd prosperity of Israsl and

‘other blessings did not move her to thank=

£

8, 9f.

fulness to God or move the nation %o a

_reformation or improvement of its reli-
U glon.

Weither did their troublegllsad

(Ses note in main body of taxf; p. 88) -

889"‘88’4. B .C .

1. Cbadiah, under kmg Joram Eof Judah), sometime within
2. Joel, Joash (of Judah) 877-838
%, Jonah Jeroboam ET. - 821,~783
L. Amos, kings Jeroboam IT. anﬂ U221ah , . 810-783
. 5. Hosea, o t9 Hezekiah 790-725
. 6. Mieah, Jothem, Ahaz and Hezaklaﬁ : THA=T700
7o Nahum, in the second half of Hagzekiah's reign ”" 710=699
8, Habskkuk, under Manasseh or Josiah Lo 650627
. 9+ Zephanish, under Josiah ¥t ' R 6l,0-625
10. Haggai, in .the second year of Darius Hystaspzs ' 519
1l. ' Zecharish, under Darius Hystaspis beginning . 519
12. Malachi, under Artaxerxes Longimanus, sometime, between L33}l
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them to repentance. They failed to ses
the wrath of Gecd in these punishments,
but instead turned deaf ears to the

" plesdings of the prophets. This was the...

oorrupt condition of Israel when the,. ‘;5:H
Spirit of the Lord moved Hossa to uttar
his warnings, rebukes, and prophecles..“.

The author of the Book of Hosea by .the
Holy Spirit was Hosea, the son of Beeri,
8 citizen of the Kingdom of Ephraim, or
Israsl, who prophesied under Uzzish, Jo-
tham, Ahaz, and Hezekish, kings of Judah,
and under Jercboam.II, king of Israel.

1, 1. XKeil believes that Heosea was ac~
tive as a prophet for sixty-five ysars
(790-725 B.C.). This recsives proof from
his beok. According to 1, L, Hosea made

" his appearance before the fall of the

house of Jehu. Chapter 10, verse 1ll, in-
' dicates he lived through the first as-
sault of Shalmeneser against King Hoshea
(2 Kings 17, 3) whioch took place shortly
after Hezekish's succession. He still
conbinued to prophasy after thet event.

The nams of the prophet, Hoses, means
"help" or "deliverance." His neme is
written in the Septuaglnt ﬁ%srgn, or in
Romans 9, 25,;‘ﬁ=;£. Jerome has "Osge™
{Vulgate). He regards it as an ebstract
from the conerete, thus meaning helper
or savior. This certainly was a very
gignificant name in view of the mission
and prophecy he wes to bring to Israel.
There is no proof that he was born in
Judea simply becauss he makes repeated
references to Judea. He seems to have
had a very familiar acquaintance with .the
eities and events of Ephraim, the Nor-
thern Kingdom. No doubt he belonged %o
. this kingdom and prophesied there. The
~ only explanation for his seroll hav ing
been found in the Southern Kingdom is
that after the capture of the ten tribes
he came end dwelt in Judem. The differ-
ent names of cities, such as WMizpah,
Tabor (5, 1), Gilead (7, 8), Gilgal (12,
11), Lebanon (1L, 5-7), and Bethel, which
he calls Bethaven, meaning the house of
venity, and Semaria, is evidence that he
lived and wrote in the Northern Kingdom.
He refers to the Kingdom of Israel simply
as "the land" (1, 2), and the king of
Israel as "our king" (7, 5)« His pecu=
liar style and language and the Aramessn
coloring given to his language also point
~to his dwelling in the Neorthern Kingdom.

of Israols

He shows an intimate acquaintance with
the history and oircumsteances of Israecl.

'His whole prophecy is directed against

Ephraim, and Judah is mentioned only in

.passing. He mentions the kings of Judah

_ in the opening verse as the true rulers
" representative of the theocracy, while at

the same time bowing to the civil author-

ity of the kings of Israsl. Hosea, acoor=-
dingly, fixes the date of his prophecy by

the era of the kings of Judah.

Hothing certain is known oconcerning the
1ife of the prophet. Keil writes, "The
traditional accounts are wvery meagre, and
altogether unsupported.® One account
claims he sprang from Belemoth, in the

tribe of lIssachar, and is said to have
~died end been buried there.
- eurrent among the inhabitents of Thessa-
:lonica states he died in Babylon.
. -@ing to an Arabian legend, it was not far

A tredition

Accor-

from Tripolis, in the city of Almenisa.
The Arabs also point out a grave in the
land sast of:the Jordan, on the site of
Ramoth Gilead. This opinion is defended
by Doctor Pusey in his commentary.

Although nothing certein is known about
the prophet's life, unless the marriage to
Gomer be regarded as an actual fact, the
innsr life of the prophet lies before us
&8s an open beook as seen in his prophscy.
His writings reveal that he suffered many
inner conflicts as & true prophet of God.

. The spiritual decay, the mixing of the
.Jehovah worship:with the worship of Baal -

such. idolatry must have filled his soul
with deep anguish and a-burning zeal for
the deliverance of his peopla.

The Book of Hoses doas not contain a
collection of public addressses Lo the
people, but rather is a summary of the
leading thoughts or thewss that the pro-
phet used in his preaching to the peopls.
The book-is divided into two main divi-
gions. .The first division, chapters 1 to
3, compares Isrmel's idolatry to adultery,
speaks of Israel's guilt and punishment,
and promises restoration to those who
repents The second division, chapters L
to lj, is a more elaborate form, but also
condemns the idolatry and moral corruption
The announcement of the de-
struection of the ten tribes is prominent.
The restoration and blessedness of thoss

. who turn again to the Lord are briefly
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touched upone -In the ‘first part,-then, -
the prophet describes, in the symbolical.
form of a ‘marrisge, contracted .by the :som-i

mand of God with an adulterous woman, the:: ”
. they have sown the w1nd, and .they shall

spiritual adultery of the ten tribes of -
Israels This is a picbure of the falling
away of the ten tribes from Jehovah inte
idolatry, together with-its consequences -
the rejection of the rebtellious fribes by
the Lord, and the ir eventual return to .
God, and the attitude on the part of Gody
who has no desire in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and live.

The three. children that are born to
this marriage.and the names given %o them
are symbolical of the fate awaiting the
ten tribves which departed from the Lord.
The first, a son named Jezrael, meaning
scattered, was named in commoration of
the. evil memories attached to that place.
A dasughter, Loruhamah, mesning not piti-
ful, was named in token of the general
destruction threstensd. The name of the
third, a son ealled Loammi, meaning "not
my poople,” was a warning of the rejection
and dispersion of Israsl, Later Gomer
proved unfaithful to her husband and
sought another lover. This second love
soon fell on the rocks. Hosea, seeking
her, found her deserted and forssken and
despiseds Since he still loved her, he
sought to purchase her freedom. It ap=
poars he purchased her for the price of
a slave on the auoction block. In 3, 2
we read: "So I bought her to-me for flf-
teen pieces of silver (for a man slave -
30 pieces of silver) and for.an homer of
barley, and an half homer of barlay
She was now to rapent of her sin and live
in seclusion. If Hosea is repressntative
of Christ and, Gomer of the Church, you
have a striking story of the devoted love
of Christ. for His bride, the Church. It
also reveals that we, who deserve nothing
but God's wrath and punishment, by the
graocs of God ~ His undeserved love = have
been redeemed, restored and forgiven in
Christ.

‘Hosea's boock is full of striking state-
ments that certainly .caught the ear of the
peopls and should have caused them to
ponder their real meaning. In chapter
seven, he,speaks of the evil of Ephraim
as follows (v, 8): "Ephraim, he hath
mixed himself among the. people Ephralm "

. e9Le

- rael is swallowed up:

is a.cake not turnad.“ "Yea, gray halrs ,
are here and.there upon hnn* % « 9. '
V. 11: MEphraim also,is like a silly dove
without heart." In 8,.7, we find: "Far:

And 8, 8, has:  "Is=
now.shall they be
among the Genﬁiles as a vessel wherein is
no pleasure.” In 9, 1, we find: “Rejoice
not, .0 Israel, for joy, as other peopls:
for thou hast gone a.whoring from thy God."
Chapter 13, 9, says: ."0 Israel, thou hast
destroyed thyself but in me is thlna help.

reap the whirlwind."

n

The above statements are illustrations
of the highly figurative language that
Hosea used to express the evil conditions
in. Israel. The style is hlghly roetic,
rich in bold &nd powerful imagerys 1t
shows vigorous thinking, yet it is often
abrupt, bounding from one image %o another.
It has many unusual constructions and is
not free of difficulties in its language.
Keil writes, "It follows of course that
the book was composed by Hosea himself (we
would add by inspiration of God), and since
no doubts can with any reason bs thrown
upon its integrity, it follews also that
the book has come to us without alteration."

Does the book contain propheczas of the
Messiah? The Lord guoted from chapter 6,
"] desire meroy and not sscrifice," as we
find in Mett. 9, 13. Looking on Israel as
a type of Christ, St. Matthew gquotes Ho-
sea's saying, "I ealled my son out of
Egypt," 11, 1, and applies it to the birth,
the flight into Egypt and the return to the
Holy lands Some believe 6, 2, has reference
to Christ's resurrsction: "In the third
day he .will raise us up, and we shall live
in his sight."

In 1, L~7, you have a picture of God's
love for the penitent. "I will heal their
backsliding, T will love them freely: for
mine anger is turned away from him. I will
be as the dew unto Israsl: he shall grow
as the lily, and cast forth his roots as
lLebanon. His branches shall spread, and
his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and
his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell
under his shadom shall return; they shall
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine:
the scent thersof shall be as the wine of
Lebanon."

':ﬂbrse.g of the last chapterlbnntains;



the epllogue to the whole book.
prudent, and he shall know them?
shall walk in them:

"Who is wise, and he shall understand these things?
for the ways of the Lord are rlght, and the Just
but the transgressors: shall fall therein."

- END -

THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH,

AS IT I8 IN HEAVEN

{A continuation of s series on The Lord!s Prayer)

By E. G.

In the first three petitions our
thoughts are directed, prineipally, hea-
venward; but that does not mean that we
are therefore unmindful of our own good,
and the good of our fellowmen. God is
our Father. When the Father'!s name is
hellowsd, the children are alsoc blessed
end honored. When the Father's Kingdom
comes, His children are the beneficiariss
of His estate. When the Father's will is
dons in us, by us, among us, then we are
in the right relationship with our God
and in harmony with the divinely ordained
order.

In our consideration of these words,
the first question that quite naturally
arises in our minds hes tc do with the
meaning and the nature of God's will.
Just exactly whet is the will of God for
the doing of which we are asked to prey?
This is s subject of paramount importence
for us, whether we always recognize it 4o
be 50 or not.

' Regarding God's will for mortal man,
we might well begin with His holy Law,
the Ten Commendments, in which He tells
us how we ere to bs, what we are to do
and what we are not to do. This matter
of obedience to God's Law is not some-
thing that is left up to man's desires or
whims. God says very simply and posi-
tively: "Thou shaltl" "Thou shalt not!"
In speaking of this will of God, however,
and of man's divinely imposed duty to
obey it, we who pray this petition are
et the seme time fully eware of the fact
" that no humen who has ever inhabited this
' earth has perfectly fulfilled or can ful-
i1l this will. We wholeheertedly accept
and believe the declaration of Scoripture
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which says: "There is not a just man upon -
earth that doeth good and sinneth not"
(Bcole 7, 20).

¥ow then, if these Ten Commandments
were the only will of God, we and all man-
kind would have a very hopeless and help-

" lass outlook, for we know that failure to

hesd this will brings upon the transgressor
God's wrath and punishment for both time
and eternity. In His Word the Lord tells
us: "Cursed be he that confirmeth not all
the words of this Law to do them." "The
wages of sin is death." "The soul that
ginneth it shall dis." "Whososver shall
keep the whole Law and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all." But thank
God, His will for us is not all included
and expressed in the Ten Commandments.

The echisf revelation of God's will for
us has to do with our salvation. We are
poor, sinful, wayward, lost creatures.

The poison of death, physical and spirit-
ual, temporal and eternal, is working in
us continually. This is the underlying
ceuse, and the ultimate explanation, eof
all our ills. And what God reveals to us
of His will is concerned, above sverything
slge, with our salvation. He tells us
what His disposition toward us is; what
great plans He has farmulated and exeocuted
for our bhenefit; the mesns which He has
provided for making effective in us what
He has done for us; and what He expeets of
His reclaimed and, at least partlally, re~-
constructed children.

God's will with respect to the children
of men ig salways a good and gracious will;
a will characierized by love, pity, com=
passion and long~suffering patienocs. Even
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~ of Jacob's well.

when our heavenly Father must reprove and

punish, for our own and general good, it
is with the tendsr, yearning heart of One
who is seeking the best for His children.
The all-smbracing will of God for us
might well be summarized by guoting two
plain and simple passages from His own
Word. "God is not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-

‘pentance,” 2 Pot. 3, 9, and "God will

have all men to be saved and to come unto

- the knowledge of the truth," 1 Tim. 2, L.

Te maks it pessible for His will to be
carrisd out in that comnection, God sent
His own Son into the world to radeem all
who were under the wrath and condemmsation
of the Law by reason of their repeated
failures.to do His will. The Son made
His Father's will His will and not only
perfectly fulfilled every demand of the

.. Divine Lew for us, but also offered up
"His own life as a God-pleasing ransom for

the salvation of sinners.

When we first meet our Lord as a lad,

we hear Him saying, "Wist ye not that I
_must bs about my Father's business?"

On
another oceasion He is seatsd on the curb
We see a woman hurrying
away in the distance with a marvelous
story to tell. The disciples announced
theat dinner was ready. But Jesus does
not come. "Master, eat,” they urge. But
He answers, "I have meat to eat that ye
know not of. . My meat is to do the will

' of Him that sert Mo, and to finish His

- will of Him that. sent Me.

work." The day after He had miraculously
Ted the five thousand in the wildermness,

© Jesus spoke to the people who searched
"Him out, and said, "I came down from hea-

ven, not to do mine own will, but the
And this is
the Father's will which hath sent Ms,

that of all which He hath given Me .I

" should lose nothing. . » And this is the

will of Him thet sent Me, that everyone

 which seeth the Son, and belisveth on

Him, may have everlasting life." At last
we see Him at the end of the journey.

His foot is on the doorsill of the house
of death. Then, as a mountain-climber
might look back.over the journey along
whieh .he has come, He.takes a backward
glarice at His own life. And as He does
s0, He says, "I have finished the work.
which Thou gavest Ms to do." By this Hs
doss not merely mean to say that He has

reached the end of life. Anybody can do
that. He means that His is s life that
has been lived in parfeect harmony with
the will of God.

Included in this saving will of God is
aldo what Paul refers to as "sven your
sanctifioation,” namely, that we sbstain
from everything that is wicked and follow
that whioh is good and plsasing to our
heavenly Father. It is His will that be-
fore His pinnacle purpose 1is completed,
that is, before we reach our aternal home
of glory, we should perform those tasks
which.He hag ordained foP us. His will
therefors includes everything that we
should do or refrain from doing ascording
to His Word. We are not the masters of
our: fate, we are not the ocaptains of our
souls,; but we are in God's keeping, and
for all of us He has a plan according to
whioch our life should be shaped. Every-
thing in our 1life comes to pass acoording
to the foreknowledge and will of God, sven
depressions, sickness, accidents, epidem-
ics, ‘and other so-called calamities,
although their purpose or significence may
not be apparent nor comprehended by us.
"Thy will be done" acknowledges God's will
as supreme, final.

One of the very first steps, therefore,
which this petition makes obligatory upon
us is this that we learn to know God's
will; that we follow God's leading in the
revelation of His will, that we diligently
put forth efforts to learn it. To know
God*'s will is not natural to man - to
learn it is not easy. “The natural men
recsiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God for they.are foolishness +o him;
neither can he know them beocaitse they are
Spiritually discernad.” If we are to do

«God's will, we must know God's will; if-

we are to know God's will, we must be
taught of God, we must go to God's school.
And God's schoolhouse is the Bible, and
God's schoolteachers are Jesus Christ and

the Holy Spirit.

One reason why making God's will our

.. own is so diffioul% is that we have a
+ wWill -that runs counter %o God's will,
~.- There is & kind of double will in us.

And there is a continual conflict betwesn
these two wills. But whatever our feeling
may be, whatever the will of the flesh,

this third petition is a prayer that Ged’s
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"will mey be mede our will. To mccomplish
this, owr will, at times, mey have to be
pulled up by the roots from the quivering
flesh, as we do an infectsd tooth. Bub
whatsver the price we may have to pey,
howsver strong the pull of the flesh, any
will of ours which contravenes God's will
must be sacrificed. Jesus taught us to do
this not only in words, but by His own
pxsmpls. In the face of mockery and
shame, when the courss open before Him
meant cruel-suffering and bitter death,
when every fiber of His flesh cried ocut
against it, He prayed, and lived as He
prayed, "Father, not My will, but Thine
be done." Why did He choose the will of
God in spite of the fact that it meant
puffering and egony? Because He knew that
the will of God was the will of Onse who
loves with an infinite love, and who,
therefore, seeks our highest good in all
things. And not only does He want what

is best for us, but He knows what is best
for us. We who are psrents surely desire
the highest good for our childrens But

gso of'ten we fail rightly to judge what is
good. We blunder repeatedly, and the

good we seek perhaps turns out to be evil.
But God never blunders. His will is al=-
ways our highest possible good. This

does not mean, of course, that in choosing
the best for us, He always chooses the
gasiest. The will of God is both a ree
straining and a constraining power.
Through all His deslings with us, even
those that seem to he dissstrous, He is

- teaching us and leading us along the way
He would have us go. "I beseech you,
therefore, brethren, by the meroies of

God, that ys present your bodies a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. . « that
ye may prove what is that good, and ao~
goptable, and perfect will of God."

+ We pray that in this petition the will
of God may be done emong us = in our
homes, our churches, yes, in our whole
life. Bubt when it comes to putting His
will into prectice in our lives, that is
something we cennoct do of ourselves. As
Paul tells us in Phil. 2, 13, "% is God
that worketh in you both to will and to
do of His good pleasure." But when a men
.is born again the regenerating proeess
takes in the entirs men. Now, by contin-
ned divine assistance, man can begin to
will the things God wills.,

There is, as every Christisn knows, a
triple allisnoe at work in an effort %o
provent the will of God from being done
among us. Thé devil is continually en-
deavoring to frustrate the will of God in
use The world, the sinful, unbelieving
world, will also do everything in ites
power to hinder ocur efforts to do the will
of Goed. Our flesh, owr sinful, wicked
hearts, our old Adam, rebels against the
will of God and would have us follow its
directions. We therefore, every day, need
to turn to our heavenly Father and ask Him
to break and hinder every evil counssl and

“ will and to help us to do His will in all

things, as it is being done by the angels
in heaven, of whom it is said, "Bless the
Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength,
thet do His ocommandments, hearkening unto

the voice of His Word. Bless ye the Lord,
all ye His hosts, ye ministers of His that
do His pleasure."

YOur Fathar which art in heaven. . .
Thy will be done in sarth, as it is in
heaven." Let us at all times and under all
cirocumstances lean upon God and seek
through His guidance to find our way
through the maze of sin here below until
we reach our home above, where the will of
God will be done by us forever and ever,
even-as it is now done by the residents of
the celestial mansions.

"My Jesus, as Thou wilt!l
Oh, may Thy will be mine!®

END
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GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD

By Joseph Petersen

"The subject brought to ocur attention
here sesms paltry," says.Luther. That
the petition does not treat of paltry
things is évidenced by the fact that
Jesus Himself first ubttered this petition
to His Heavenly Father and by the fact
that at various times during His ministry
He showed solicitous concern for the tem=-
poral welfare of His own. The petition
is broad in scope and includes everything
necessary for our livelihood and sustenm
ance. Temporal requests and needs are
important, but only one of thes seven
deels with temporal blessings. The same
Lord, who prayad for daily bread gave us
a solemn admonition in Matt. 6, 33, "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and hik
righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unﬁo you."

I%°is true that most pesople think
chiefly of the "bread-basket" when pray-
ing this prayer, but all of us neead to be
reminded again and again that it includes
evorything which makes it possible for us
to have and to enjoy our daily bread.

Not least of these is good govermment and -

order, without which our daily lives
would be chaotie. Furthermore, through
all the various blessings given us, we
are enabled to earry out our greaster
“salling -in' thig world, the’ preservatlon

" and spreadlng of Hls Klngdom.

Men, 1nc1udlng believers, sin right
and left against the Fourth Petition.
They do so by praying in s Half-hearted
memmer, not fully believing that “every
good and perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of lights."
James 1, 17. Temporal gifts are pure
gifts of undeserved grace, as are gll
spiritual gifts. The first word Give
indicates our complete dependencs upon
the great Provider. No matter how ye- =

i

sourceful snd skilled man thinks he is in
carving out his livelihood, ‘he would wilt
luxuries in such great abundance.

away if God should withdraw Eis almighty
power and compassion. Men also sin
against God by grumbling and murmuring.
Farmers have a thousand complzints against
the weather and govermment, while laboring

- go.begging.
‘ $hought that some may perish sternally

peopls have a thousand grisvances agaminst
their employers. They somehow forget
completely about what they have received
and do receive, and spend vain moments
talking about how short-suited they are
in earthly benefits from Gode Perhaps
the greatest sin against this petition is
lack of trust and confidence in God for
the bread of this day. "Laying up tréa-
sures on earth" for the morrow is the
feverish ambition of the majority. Occu-
pied with their jittery asnxiety for the

‘merrow, sven many church peopls pass up
“fith nonchalance Jesus! sober warning and

instruckion in luke 12, 15, "Pake hesd,
and bewars of covetousness: for & men's
life consisteth not in the abundance of
the things he possesseth." How true this
evaluation of 11fa, as taught by Jesus,
but so hard to learn. '

* The need of soundlng out Paults word to
Tmnothy, "Having. food and raiment let us
be therewith content," has always been
necessary because of natural man's ungrate-
ful and selfish nature, but especially in
our day when socialistic and security
programs of all sorts incite and encourage
men to center all their attention upon
material things. It is distréssing to
soe that the majority of Christilan churches
have joined the refrain. "Thy Kingdom
come" means to many man's betterment on
this earth. It disturbs us pastors to
see our people influenced by earthly van-
ities and also pursuing them. It troubles
us to see psople enjoying end seeking per-
sonal comforts beyond their necessities,
Living high, while the Synod treasuries
What frightens us more is the

becausa of paltry things which obsessed

*

We pastors are, not immune from the temp-
tation to be more geoure materially, es-
pecially when most Americans enjoy so many
We are
not always content with bread for this day.
We grow discorbent with our low salaries
in the light of our training and the averag
family incoms. We wonder how we will send
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our children to Bethany. :I often ask my-
gself, "Does a high standard of living
coms first? Am I willing to make saeris
fices for ths Lord?"

God has olearly promised to meet the
needs of those who singerely do His will.
He urges us to %ell our people to be
grateful to Him for all blsssings, tem-
poral and spirituel. He has given us the
Lew amd the Gospel to arouse men from
the ir sin of ingratitude and to seek the
breed of hesven, which is able +to satisfy
tle needs of the soul, If men fail to
repent, God may send chaos, pestilence,
drought and anarchy to bring them 4o their
knees.,

God has wondrously blessed us. He
has given us the bread from heaven which
seves our souls. He has blessed us by
permitting us to bring that living bread

to others.

. the arm of His goodness be shortened %o
provide for the lesser
Never.

us and our people.
to pray with grateful hearts:

UL A Ay
) ISR
§

Having done all this, will

things of life?

Let us continue with all fervenecy to
pray "Give us this dey our daily bread,"
confidently believing that He will blsss
And may Hs prompt us

0 living Bread from heaven,

How hast Thou fed Thy guestl
The gifts Thou now hast given
Have filled my heart with rest.
0 wondrous food of blessing,

0 cup that heals our woesl

My heart, this gift possessing,
In thankful song o'srfilows.

END

"MECHANICAL INSPIRATION”

In his excellent article on the Inspir-
ation of Soripture, DR. U. V. KOREN says
the following with regard +to +the so=
called "Maohenioal Inspiration" (Koren's
Works, II, 264 ff.):

"Nothing has been revealed to us sone
esrning the manner in which the fact of
inspirstion is realized. The various
errors in this matter stem from the de-
sire many otherwise pious teachers have
had to explain how the Holy Spirit care-
ried out this work. But we ocannot under-
stand that, any more than we can under=
stend the two natures in the Savior's one
Porson = or even just the union of soul
and body in our own person. But it should
not suwprise us that we do not understand
how God operates in inspiration. We do
not even understand how God operates with
the forees of nature, e.g., eleotricity,
x«ray end similer forcees which men heve
known anything about only in recent times
and whose nebure ngbody understands. Con-
sider also how S4. Paul speaks about the
high revelations granted to him, 2 Cor. 12.

"To want to explfin and understand the
union of the divine and the humen in the

Translated by G. 0. Lillegard

Bibls has given rise %o various errors.

On the one hand, the emphasis has been
laid so much on the divine that the human
is entirely set aside. From that has come
the so-called mechanical explanation, by
which the holy writers have been made into
pens without will. This explanation has
no ground in Scripture, except in the
places whero Scripture itself testifies

to its, It contradicts many passages in
the New Testament, in John, Luke, Paul,
Peter. Nor is there such a complete
agreement in all kinds of details, 8.g.,
in the Gospels, as we would have to ex~
pect, if they were written from dictation
by men who were mere writing machines.

Cfe also the beginning of Luke's Gospel
and 1 John 1.

"The mechanioal explenation has, so far
as I know, never besn used to any extent
by teachers of the Lutheran Church, al=



810113 whmh we cannot approve of (enges humaﬁ side oi‘ $cr1pture that its divine

Quenstedt in his DOGMATICS)L On the: ;- nigide is demech For they draw the con-
other hand this spaculat;on hbout if- ;- " eTusdion that, 8ince Serlp‘cure is written
5p1ration has produead the. i‘ar fore. zian- " by men, and sifios men can arr, therefore
gerous error which makes £he werds of Séripture can also eérr. This wrong conolu=

Holy Se.rip'bure indepandeht of the Holy sioni rests on this that 'men! are named
Spirit and therefors expodes them tb.He ‘withbut explsining more fully that these
mistreated by men wiBe ix thédir own: ebn= i -men were also the agents or tools of the
geit. Thay lay so mudh stress on the ; -\Holy Spirit.t
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THE USE AND MISUSE OF THE ANCIENT LANGUAGES

Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German snd, te soms extent, Norwegian are the .languages,
more or less ancient, which consumed so meny hours of our youth as we studied to be
pastors. Now thet we are in the ministry it 1s assumed that we have a worklng know -
ledge of them .and are using them. :

Martin Luther, great teacher in the church, was zealous. in his study of Hebraw,
Greek and Latin. He advocated this also for others. In the LIFE AND LETTERS OF
MART IN LUTHER Preserved Smith writes, "Early in 1524 he produced a Letter to the
Aldermen and Cities of Germany .on the Erection and Maintenance of Christian Schools.
The chief subjects taught should be Latin, Greek and Hebrew, the last two for the
sake of readlng the Bible in the or1g1na1 for the mistakas of all the fathers were
due to their ignorance of thase tonguas. p. 187.

I suppose that our young theclogieal students are stlll studylng these langusges.
What I wonder is whether at our pastoral conferences we give the proper kind of ate
tention to them. I think that in a way we neglect them. I think that at our con-
ferences we should take some time for the simple reading of the fext in Hebrew and
Greek. Also selactions should be resd in Lakin from the writings of men such as
Tertullian and Augustine; in Germen from the writings of Luther and Pieper and Wal-
ther; and in Norwsgian from the wrltlngs of Koren and Joh. Ylvisaker. o

On the other hand, I think that there is & time for avoiding the use of these
languages.  That tlme is in the presence of our lay people, unless a translation is
at once given. Here also we might refer to Luther. He is quoted, "Oh, how I hate -
people who use so meny languages as did Zwingli. At Marburg he spoke Gresek and
Hebrew from the pulpit." "Smith, p. 2Ll oo

We hate also the example from the Scripture, for while it is true that such words
as "Abba," "Talithe Cumi," snd"Ephphatha" are quoted, yet a translation is usually
given. Also in 1 Cor. 1ll, 9, we are told, "Except ye utter by the tongue words sasy
to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken?"

I do not now mean to find fault with every display of erudition, but I do want +o
mention one use which disturbs me. That is the use of lLatin in' the ILUTHEEAN HYMNAL.
We find thers that 1l Sundays arse listed with Latin nemes, such &s "Misericordias
Domini." Many portions of the Service have Latin names, such as "Inireii," and
Teradual." On p. 120 f£f., Canticles are given from the 0ld and Vew Tostaments with
no indication of +thoir souroce, but Latin titles are given. On pegzes 123 to iBT there
are Tatin titles for 92 Psalis and for 22 sectlons of +he 1l9th Fsslm. Cui bono?

Nlls Ce Oesleoj

AN QOF¥3R FROM SCARVILLEL! . . ."The Center Lutheran Church recsutly replaced the

"~ gless papes in their church wirdows and have on hand
the old panes Whlch are cathedral art:glass, a rough, clsar finish, with something of
a small star design. If scme of our churches have this same gloss, and are in nead

of repiacements, we will sell vsry reasonably. We have varlous ‘shapss, and especially
meny punes 2l by L13. Contact T. Aaberg, Scarville, Iowa."



INTER NOS =2

FINANC IAL FACTS ABQUT SYNOD'S BUDGET

Undoubtedly a. brief statement of financial facts is very maoh in order in this
first issue of INTER NOS in %he new fisogl year which began May 1, 1959. |

The unfortunate story of the fiscal year just pesat is simply this: we ran an
actual cash defioit of $11,212.89. This money had to be borrowed, and we are paylng
interest on it. To . borrow money for operating expenses is poor business, end is g
practice which csnnot be continued for asny lengbth of time. -

In the last half of the fiscal year, November=-April, our income is usually very
goode Our trouble is in the first half of the fiscal ysar, May~October. The actusl
figures are interesting. Look, for example, at last year, May 1, 1958 to April 30,
1959« The first 6 months, May-October, the ocontributions totaled $25,855.97. By
contrast, the contribubions for the lagt 6 months of the fiscal yvar were $67,021.9h.
It is very obvious therefors that our trouble period is May to Octobsr = that is the
period we are in now. As wé can all plainly ses, if these first & months would equal
the last 6 months, we would go way over our b dget. This is what we must strive for.

The Finence Board (as you see in your convention handbook) is proposing a budget
of $100,000.00 plus 2% for Church Extension for a total of $102,000. This iz actu=-

ally almost $10,000 above last year's $92,877.91 incoms, yat this is pared dcwn to
an absolute minimum.

Our synod hes the potential to meet this budget if we work at it om a 12~-month
basis. May we urge that we all start now = thinking of,giving information aboub, and
working toward thes Synod's budget.

Alf Merseth, Secrstary
Board of Trustees

SWAP SHOP L

Paul Anderson WANTS the following copies of MAGAZIN FUR EV. LUTHER TSCHE HOMTLET IK
UND PASTCRALTHEOLGGIE %to complete his set: July and Dec., 1888; Dec., 188%; Jan.,
1890' Nove, 189}4, Deca, 1501; May and June, 1.902; ’

He hag the following volumes of MAGAZIN nearly complete or complets in duplicate
and offers them FOR TRADE OR SALE: 1903; 1904 except Aprils 1916 except July, plus
triplicate of May; v: 1917; 1918; 1019; 1920; 1922; 1923; 192,; 1927 exeept Dece; 1928;
1929 plus Aug. in triplicate.

"I have also the following individual issuss - would you care to dicker?":
1902, July, Aug.-Sept, Nov., Dee; 1905, Jan., Feb., Oct.; 1906, Jan., Sept.; 1910,
Janc, ND'\?-, DBB-, 1911 OO'bo, 1915, Sep’b., 1921 DBO-, 1925, NOV!, 19271 Dag.

"I would like to trade any or all of the issues I have in duplicate for the
issues listed on the top." (Contaoct P.A. at the landing-place for Ind1ans.)

A SEM STUDENT was visiting one of our parsonages. Meal time. All at the table,
including parsonage children. Pastor and sem student discussing the lecal ELC con=-
gregation, which has beautiful new building. Sem student to pastors "Are they
thigh-ohurch' over theref" Pastor's six~-ysar-old: "No, but it sure is longl"
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"Dear Brethren:- _ )

I wish you all %o know that I am deeply grateful for the
greotings I received during my recent illness end convalesocence,
and was both humbled and exelted by the kind and generous finan-
cial lift I received from members of the Conference toward my
medical snd hospital expenses. Thank you more than I can say.

Sincerely yours,
“T, N. Teigen®

BITS OF THIS AND THAT FROM HERE AND THERE

ST, TIMOTHY, LOMBARD, ILL., dediocated its new church building May 2ith. Arvid G. spoke
at the morning service, John Moldstad at the I p.m. serviece. Nils Ossleby, visitor,
_camﬂ down from Medison to do the dediceting. Ceorge Orvick alao participateds « « »
.. MT, OLIVE AT TRAIL, MINN., enjoys its newly painted interior. .=. « sREUBEN UDE AT

" OKABENA sells Bethany Choir records by putting e small order blank:in-his bulletin and
asking his people to fill in, ¢lip, end hand to him. « . . OUR REDEEMER'S AT CANOGA
PARK has been working to improve its chanecel area. Their plan-is to build a platform
end cover it with cerpeting. An altar rail would also be addeds .Before Haster a
dossal curtain was placed in the chancel. All costs to be met by members over =
three-month period. + . « HOLY CROSS HERALD (Madison) tells us that the Zionist move=
ment affects even our Luthsran clergy. Geo. Orvick will take part in a &-week study
tour of Palestine this summer. Leave June 26, return Aug. 13. The tour is being
organized and conducted by the chairman of the Hebrew Dept. at the Univ. of Wis.

George has been enrolled at the Univ. for some time. (Could not mors of us be bens-
fited by doing work st nearby colleges and universities when schedulss and distence
permit?) Aside from visiting Bible landmarks, field-trips will visit the loeale of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, with its caves and exocmvations. The group will fly from Wew York

to Rome via Paris. After a stopover in Rome, by boat to Israel. -The return flight
will visit Greeoe, Austria, Germany, France, England and Scotland. This reportsr
understands that all finencing is being done by a Jewish "promote Israsel™ group. Prof.
Milton Otto will serve Holy Cross in the interim. .. . . THE PASTOR OF THE LENGBY
PARISH, Slug Guldberg, recently received a oall from Centennial and Redeemer Congrega~

.. tions of the Missouri Synod at Deer River and Squaw lake, Minne. After consulting with

hls congregations, he returmed the joint eall. . . . .GEORGE SCHWE IKERT preached the
.m1331on festival sermon at INDIAN LANDING LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rochester, -N.Y., May 3lst.
He also preached at the asnniversary service of HARVARD ST. LJTHERAN, Cambridge, Maszs.
He, wife and son Tim were Easitward for son Daniel's graduation from Yale. » « . .ds &
result, INTER NOS is being compiled this issue by others of the editorial staff. . . .
ST. PAUL'S SPOKESMAN, parish paper of St. Paul's Lutheran, Chicago, brings some inter-
esting statistiocs. Chlcago has 184 Lutheran congregations {not counting suburbs), witl
a membership of 15%,600: Lutheran is largest Prot. denom. in the city. Yst this
Lutheran membership is léss then 8% of total church membershlp in heavily Roman Cathol’
Chicage. Average size of a Chicago Lutheran congregstion is 800 :souls. Of a Chicago
@Gatholic cong., L0OOO souls! » + + » ST. PAUL'S {Chicago) held an evening ASCENSION DAY
service this year. How many others were held in our eircles? + + «:. « PERMANENT WHITE
CONFIRMAT ION GOWNS were & recent project of the Women's Guild of CUR SAVIOR'S st
Grenada Hills. Cost: $6 each for material, work done be six women handy with needlss!
« o o « « INSTALLATION SERVICE for Vietor The iste at Bethel, Sioux Falls, was held

Juna Ts P. Petersen did the installing; Rev: H. A. Birner (Wls. Syn.), vacancy pastor.
preached the installation sermon. Names of ether perticipants not available. (Sioux
Falls psople hired a truck, took 2 cars; left at L a.ms for Thompson, Iowa, to move
their new pastor!). « + + &
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TRUTH IS MORE IWIPORTANT THAN UHITY (Martin Luther)

"For we can do no’chmg against the truth, but for the truth." 2 Cor. 13,/8.

YThis is so great a good that no human heart can grasp it {therefore it necessitates
such a grsat and hard i‘ight:). It must not be treated lightly, as the world maintains
and many people who do not understand, saying we should not fight so hard about an
article and thus trample on Christian love; rather although we err on one small point,
if we agree on everything else, we should give in and overlook the difference in order
to preserve brotherly and Christian unity and fellowship.

"No, my dear man, do not recommend Yo me peace and unity when thereby God's Word
is. lost, for then eternal life and everything else would be lost. In this matter
there oan be no yielding nor giving way, no, not for love of you or any othsr person,
but everything must yield to the Werd, whether it be friend or foe. Ths Word was
given unto us for eternsl life and not to further outwsrd peace and unity. The Word
and doectrine will oreate Christian unity or fellowship. Where they reign all else
will follow. Where they are not, no concord will ever abide. Therefore do not talk ,
to me sbout love and friendship, if that means breaking with the Word, or the faith,
for the Gospel does not say love brings eternal life, God's graoce and all heavenly
treasures, but the Word." (Luther, from a sermon of the year 1531). Found in DAY BY
DAY TE MAGNIFY THEE, a book of daily devotions from Luther's writings. :

THE WORLD ANALYZES ITSELF # * “". . ,One of the things he (man) yearns for most - prog-
perity - is the thing he seems least able to stande It rots his endurance and mildews
his bravery. There is considerable truth to the saying, 'There is nothing yellower
then a million dollars.t. . «Certainly prosperity, more than conscience, makes cowards
of us all today. No nation in history has known a greater, deeper, more widespread
prosperity then the American nation has now. . . But prosperity has made us petulént

7: rather than content, uneasy rather than oonfident. Instead of confirming us in our

strength, it has tended to make us more fearful of another's power. We doubt oure

. selves in ways we shouldn't. We seem, sometimes, less sure of ourselves than when
times were harder. . .The curse of prosperity isn't that we can't ‘take it with.us when
we go. It is thet prosperity doesn't seem to make us happy hers, while we have it.

o « oAs a people we feel a bit betrayed and cheated because of an amaz:.ng discovery:
tMoney isn'{ everything.! We always said aloud we knew this, but in our hearts we
secretly felt that if we just had enough money we would have just about sverything
we needad. « » We can pull s handle and see mn icsbox full of more food than we ocan
eat. We can push e bubtton and change the indoor climate from cold to warme We can
tum a knob and hear the world's finest {and worst!) music, and watoh the worldts
highest paid entertsiners. « . But it is not enough. Something is missing. « . What
do we miss? What is the meaning we have lost? How can we regain it? "We set out o
build a paradise and instesd fashioned a prison, bsr by bar. . . How can we get out 2"
(BAL BOYIE, syndicated AP columnist, in a recent article). The writer missed the boat
by offering as his solution this: "Perhaps it would help if we all went out, one by
one, into & hillside orchard, sat for a whole day under an apple tree in bloom, and
thought the problem of life all through sgain." Our only comment: why not try Ged's
Word, which brings the peace of God which passeth all understanding?

Two ministers, given to arguing about their respective faiths, were in a véry
heated discussion. "That's all right," said one, calmly. "We'll just agres to dls-
agree. After all, we're both doing the Lord!'s work = you in your way end I in His."





















































